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 PRESS RELEASE      27.02.2019  

 
cOAlition S: 
Making full and immediate Open Access 
a reality 

Departure of Special Envoy for Open Access and Plan S Architect, 
Robert-Jan Smits 
(Brussels, 27 February 2019) Robert-Jan Smits, the European Commission’s Special Envoy for Open Access 
and one of the main architects of Plan S, finishes his mandate on 28 February. Robert Kiley of the Wellcome 
Trust is to act as interim coordinator of cOAlition S.  

With the start of his appointment as President of the Eindhoven University of Technology in the Netherlands, 
Robert-Jan Smits ends his tenure as Senior Adviser for Open Access and Innovation at the European Political 
Strategy Centre of the European Commission. His departure also means he will hand over the role of Plan S 
‘Champion’.  
 
“Robert-Jan’s vision gave shape to the ten principles of Plan S and his leadership and commitment were 
instrumental in bringing together the impressive list of research funders that have joined cOAlition S. Today 
the coalition is committed to implement what is one of the most significant and ambitious changes to the 
research system. The work he started will have a beneficial impact for the creation, dissemination, and use 
of knowledge for a long time. It has been a privilege and honour to develop Plan S together with him,” said 
Marc Schiltz, President of Science Europe. 
 
“I am grateful to President Juncker and Commissioner Moedas for having given me the mandate as well as 
the support and trust to develop Plan S. To the members of cOAlition S, I would like to thank you for your 
drive, commitment, and friendship“, added Mr. Smits.  
 
Robert Kiley, Head of Open Research at the Wellcome Trust, will act as cOAlition S coordinator until a new 
Plan S ‘Champion’ is appointed.  
 

 

mailto:coalition-s@scienceeurope.org
http://www.coalition-s.org/


 

 

cOAlition S 
Coordinated by Science Europe         
Rue de la Science, 14                         
1040 Brussels                                     
Belgium 

Tel: +32 (0)2 226 03 00  
Fax: +32 (0)2 226 03 01  
coalition-s@scienceeurope.org 
www.coalition-s.org  2 

 

 

Notes to Editors 

Plan S is an initiative for Open Access publishing that was launched in September 2018. The plan is supported 
by cOAlition S, an international consortium of research funders. Plan S requires that, from 2020, scientific 
publications that result from research funded by public grants must be published in compliant Open Access 
journals or platforms. Visit the website at: https://www.coalition-s.org/ 

For further information please contact: 

Lorna Stokes, Science Europe Communications Manager. Tel: +32 (0)2 226 0306  
E-mail: communications@scienceeurope.org or coalition-s@scienceeurope.org  
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