Towards responsible publishing:
a proposal from cOAlition S

This document summarises our vision for a community-based scholarly communication system fit for
open science in the 21st century, where scholars can rapidly and transparently share the full range of
their research outputs and participate in new quality control mechanisms and evaluation standards.

Why scholarly communication needs to change
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is damaging science.

Key concepts in our proposal

Authors should decide when and what to publish

Authors are responsible for the dissemination of their findings. Third-party suppliers can help by
offering and charging for services that facilitate peer review, publication and preservation. However,
they should not prevent scholars from sharing their work as they choose.

The scholarly record should include the full range of research outputs

By openly sharing preprints and the associated peer review reports, research can be captured in real
time. This offers opportunities for reviewing and filtering outputs for the purposes of curation and
research assessment.

Contribute to our consultation Your views needed!

We invite you to join us in: NOVEMBER 2023
Evaluating the relevance of our draft vision, mission, Online feedback survey open
and principles to you, the research community to all individuals and
Refining our proposal to ensure it resonates with organisations.
your needs
Identifying any potential issues or unintended DECEMBER 2023
consequences and suggesting proactive solutions Eight focus groups with
Assessing whether the current scholarly representatives of a range of
communication infrastructure can support this sector organisations.

proposal, and, if not, identifying areas where research
funders and others should focus their funding to

enhance the infrastructure Online survey of researchers
from around the world.
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The full proposal, published on 31 October 2023, can be found at 10.5281/zenodo.8398480. This
BY summary document is made available under a Creative Commons Attribution Licence.
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